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“You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world.” 

(Jesus' instructions to his followers, recorded in Matthew 5:14, The Message paraphrase) 

 

I'm writing this at the peak of the fall colors. I walk outside and I'm bombarded by the 

golden splendor of leaves outside our front door. My walk up to church includes at least 

one gasp, as each encounter of the splendor of vibrant colors causes me to catch my 

breath in response to God's wonder and majesty.  

 

Its one of the reasons I'm especially taken by Eugene Peterson's paraphrase of the well 

known, often quoted Scripture verse, Matthew 5:14: “You are the light of the world”. 

Its a powerful statement amidst a world obsessed with the darkness. Check out the  

movies showing at your local theatre. Read the headlines; watch the news. It can feel 

like the darkness is all encompassing.   

 

Thanks be to God for the season of Advent—this brief time in the church year when we 

are invited to step back, slow down long enough to hear again the astounding truth: In 

him was life, and that life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:4-5 

 

This revelation changes everything. Not only does it alter our perspective on the state of 

our world, it impacts our understanding of ourselves—why we exist and what we are to 

do and be in this world. Jesus communicates clearly in his Sermon on the Mount: “You 

are the light of the world”. The life that was the light of all people shines through us to 

bring the hope, joy, peace, and love of Christ into the broken places.  

 

As followers of the Light, Jesus Christ, we are continually exploring and embracing this 

holy calling as light-bearers. Throughout November and December we are inviting you 

to participate in tangible opportunities for light-bearing. Whether its to pray for the  

persecuted church or fill a grocery bag, serve a meal to the cast of “Hello Dolly” or  

support a medical clinic in Congo--opportunities abound for us to join together in  

bringing out the God-colors in this world. Please join us.               

 

Pastor Anne 
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WORSHIP BEGINS AT 9:30AM IN NOVEMBER 

 

11/2 All Saints Sunday (see page 11) 

communion 

BE THE LIGHT 

Matthew 5:1-12 

Revelation 7:9-17 

Ministry Highlight: The Persecuted Church 

Daylight Saving Time ends 

 

11/9 

THIS I KNOW 

Philippians 3:7-11 

guest preacher Meritt Sawyer, 

Executive Director of  

Paul Carlson Partnership (see page 4) 

Gospel Choir 

 

11/16 

BECAUSE GOD IS FAITHFUL 

Psalm 85:1-17 

Philippians 2:12-18 

Ministry Highlight: Covenant World Relief  

(see page 5) 

Collect UGM Bags 

 

11/23 Christ the King Sunday 

THE KIN-SHIP OF GOD 

Psalm 95:1-7 

Matthew 25:31-46 

welcome new members 

Ministry Highlight: Giving Christmas Away 

(see page 5) 

 

11/30 1st Sunday of Advent 

communion  

PREPARING FOR THE LIGHT 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Mark 13:24-37 

Rev. Brandi Sanders, preaching 

Receiving CWR offering (see page 5) 

WORSHIP BEGINS AT 10:30AM IN DECEMBER 

 

12/7 2nd Sunday of Advent 

HELLO DOLLY @ Johnson High School 

(see page 6) 

 

12/14 3rd Sunday of Advent 

PREPARING FOR THE LIGHT: 

THROUGH THE EYES OF OUR CHILDREN 

Children’s Christmas Play:  

The Alphabet Nativity 

 

12/21 4th Sunday of Advent 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

II Corinthians 4:4-7 

 

12/24 

CHRISTMAS EVE, 4:00PM  

THE LIGHT HAS COME! 

Celebrating our Savior’s birth through  

intercultural and intergenerational worship 

featuring our Sanctuary, Gospel and Handbell 

Choirs. 
 

Proceeds from the Christmas Eve offering will 

go to support our Congo Clinic. (see page 4) 

 

12/28 1st Sunday After Christmas 

CELEBRATING THE LIGHT TOGETHER 

Isaiah 61:10-11 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Unplugged - looking back at God’s  

faithfulness over 2014 (sharing) 
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PAUL CARLSON PARTNERSHIP AND THE CONGO CLINIC INITIATIVE 
 

2014 marks the 50th anniversary of the tragic martyrdom of Dr. Paul Carlson, a Covenant 

medical missionary to what is now known as the Democratic Republic of Congo. (In this  

article we're referring to this country as “Congo”.)  As a young doctor, husband, and father, 

Paul Carlson stepped away from a promising medical career to answer a call from God to 

serve in the Congo. In a violent political uprising, Paul lost his life. 
 

Partnering with the Congo is a part of First Covenant's story. From supporting Covenant 

World Mission, sponsoring 50 children through “Covenant Kids Congo”, to our Team 

World Vision marathon runners bringing clean water to the Congo – our connection with 

our brothers and sisters in Congo continues to grow.  

 

ANNOUNCING … THE CONGO CLINIC INITIATIVE! 

The Obstacle: 1 in every 5 people dies before the age of 5 in the Congo. Curable illnesses 

take lives every day. Medical care is inaccessible for the 1.6 million people in the Congo.  

Typically, the closest hospital is a ten-mile walk. Local village clinics operate without  

electricity or clean water with medicine and supplies available only intermittently. 
 

The Opportunity:  There are currently 108 Paul Carlson Partnership clinics in the Congo. 

First Covenant is partnering with two other area Covenant churches to sponsor one of 

these clinics through a five year commitment to: build awareness about the needs of this 

war torn country as well as the depth of resilience and strength of the people, and provide 

financial and prayerful support. Together our three congregations will give $10,000  

annually for “our” clinic. In this first year our sponsorship will provide essential sustainable 

solar energy and the financial support to cover pharmaceuticals, medical supplies, salaries 

and operations costs.  
 

The Outcome: Deaths from treatable diseases will be prevented with a dependable stream 

of medicines and supplies. Salaries will equip staff members to feed their families. Lives will 

be saved and our hearts will be changed.  

 

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED 

Join us for worship on November 9. Meritt Sawyer, Executive Director of the Paul Carlson 

Partnership, will be joining us in worship and during the Spiritual Growth hour as we  

celebrate the life and ministry of Dr. Paul Carlson, and explore what it means for us to be 

the light in this new local/global partnership. 
 

In early December, a simulation of a Congolese clinic will be created in our own building. 

Once it’s completed, you'll have the chance to experience and learn about what “our”  

Congo clinic will be like, as we learn more about the life of our Congolese brothers and 

sisters. 
 

Join us on Wednesday evening, December 17th as we celebrate “Christmas in the Congo”. 

Contact Donovan DeGaetano or Kyliah Clarke Villa for more information. 
 

Your Christmas Eve offering will go towards covering our first year of financial support for 

our Congo clinic.  
 

For more information, contact Tom Verdoorn, a board member of the Paul Carlson  

Partnership and member of our local/global outreach commission.  
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UNION GOSPEL MISSION THANKSGIVING BAGS 

Help us make Thanksgiving a reality for families around the Twin Cities again this year! 

Once again, First Covenant is partnering with Union Gospel Mission (UGM) to provide all 

of the fixings (except the turkey) for a Thanksgiving meal for those in need.  Our goal is to 

provide 250 meals to UGM this year, (twenty more than last year). We are challenging our 

children and youth to work together this fall to provide 75 Thanksgiving bags this year.  
 

The list below can simply be put in any shopping bag and brought back to church before or 

on Sunday, November 16th. 

   2 cans of whole kernel corn      2 cans of green beans        1 bag (1 or 2 lbs) of white rice 

   2 cans of peas                          1 can of sweet potatoes     1 box of stuffing  

 

COVENANT WORLD RELIEF (CWR) 

November 16
th
 pick up your cans or donation envelopes. November 30

th
 please return 

your financial gifts.  

CWR is the humanitarian aid ministry of the Evangelical Covenant Church, and participates 

in God’s transforming mission in the world through disaster relief and community  

development among the most vulnerable. Working with Covenanters and other partners 

around the world, CWR loves, serves, and works together with the poor, the powerless, 

and the marginalized. 
 

COVENANT WORLD MISSION 

Did you know that you can receive weekly praise and prayer updates from our missionaries 

in the field? Check out this link on the Covenant Church website to sign up: 

http://www.covchurch.org/mission/departmental-ministries/pray 
 

THE SALVATION ARMY  

We collect non-perishable food items that have been donated by individuals in our  

congregation. The bags can be left in the east entry area. 

Once a month volunteers from our church prepare & serve a meal at the Payne Avenue  

location. Contact Jim & Jan Chelgren for more information on how you can help.  
  

GIVING CHRISTMAS AWAY 

November 16 – Deadline to submit Gift Recipient Forms 

November 23rd & 30th Star Sundays 

December 17
th
-20

th
 – Wrap and Deliver Gifts 

 

Christmas, the celebration of Jesus Christ giving Himself to us as a baby born on earth, 

should be a time of joy, rejoicing and delight. For many in our community who find  

themselves in a difficult place this is often not their sentiment; especially when children are 

involved.  With housing, food and living costs ever increasing, Christmas gifts often fall by 

the wayside as an unattainable dream. 
 

In keeping with First Covenant Church of Saint Paul’s heritage of generous giving, “Giving 

Christmas Away” was established to help make some of those dreams attainable while  

ensuring dignity and privacy.  You are invited to participate in this meaningful event 

through either giving or receiving. 
 

Indicate your desire to be a gift recipient by writing your name & contact information on 

the form return it to the Local and Global Outreach church mailbox. 
 

Choose a star from the tree in Upper Fellowship Hall and purchase “Christmas” for the  

individual represented by the Star.  Each Star lists the individual’s gender, age and personal 

Christmas Wish List. 
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HELLO DOLLY  (7
th
 – 12

th
 grade)  Fall Musical 

Performances:  Friday, December 5, 7:00 pm 

                       Saturday, December 6, 6:00 pm 
                       Sunday, December 7, 10:30 am 
Johnson High School Auditorium,  

1349 Arcade Street 
 

Parents of Cast and Crew Informative Meeting: 
Wednesday November 19, 7:45-8:15 pm 
Lower Fellowship Hall 

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the details 

of the last week of rehearsals at Johnson, costume doubts, and any other  

questions that might arise, which will help clarify things for all. 

  
Cast Party:  Wednesday December 10, 6:15 pm 
Lower Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
•Props needed: men or boy suspenders; women’s dress gloves long 

and short in white or pastel color; parasols or small umbrellas in 

pastel colors.  Please contact Jeannine Nordlund at 763-639-2344. 
•Transportation help needed: especially in the final week of  

 rehearsals at Johnson HS. Please contact Elizabeth Quarles, our 

transportation coordinator at 651-468-6386. 
•Volunteers at Johnson High School needed: ushers, greeters,  

 parking assistants, supper servers, etc. for the final week of  

performances. Forms will be available at the Welcome Center.  
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LITTLE BIG G’S NEIGHBORHOOD (preK-K) 

Wednesdays, 6:15pm-7:30pm 

Begins in Graffiti Room 

We continue our journey through the Old Testament.  We begin together with a large 

group opening before dividing into a smaller group setting (age appropriate) for Bible  

stories, crafts, and other activities to help grow in our knowledge and grace of Jesus Christ, 

and in relationships with each other. 
 

On December 3rd & 10th, Little Big G’s Neighborhood will begin practicing for the  

Children’s Christmas Program – The Alphabet Nativity.  The children will perform the  

program during worship, on Sunday, December 14th. 

 

BIG G’S NEIGHBORHOOD (grades 1-4) 

Wednesdays, 6:15pm-7:30pm 

Begins in Graffiti Room 

We are continuing our journey through the Old Testament.  We begin together with a large 

group opening before dividing into a smaller group setting (age appropriate) for Bible  

stories, crafts, and other activities to help grow in our knowledge and grace of Jesus Christ, 

and in relationships with each other.  

 
SUPER G’S (grades 5 & 6) 

Wednesdays, 6:15pm – 7:30pm 

Game Room 

Super G’s is a new group here at FCC.  While our 5th and 6th graders are too old for Big 

G’s, they are too young for Youth Ministry.  Super G’s serves as a home for this group using 

the Confident Kids curriculum that makes room for whole group activities and small group 

time.   
 

This fall, Super G’s has been and will continue to discuss Making Wise Choices.  We pray 

that through our time together our children learn that we always have choices, no matter 

what the situation, that God’s spirit within us is our most valuable resource for choosing 

wisely and that wise people can help us make wise choices.  

 

CHANGES IN SCHEDULE  

11/26 - NO Children's Programs - Thanksgiving 

12/7 -  Hello Dolly at Johnson High School. There will be childcare available at FCC. 

12/14 - Nurseries during worship, and NO Sunday School  

12/21 - Children's Church, Nurseries, and NO Sunday School 

12/28 - Nurseries, and NO Children's Church, NO Sunday School - Christmas Break 

12/31 -  No Children's Programs 

1/7 -     Programs Resume 



8 

SPECIAL TRAINING EVENT FOR OUR TEAM 

IMAGINE Children & Families Training 

Saturday, November 8th, 10:00am – 2:30pm 

Salem Covenant Church 

2655 5th St NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 

The Children & Family Ministry Commission of the Northwest Conference is sponsoring 

this great training event.  It is designed to connect volunteers, offer training for our  

ministry volunteers, and provide a space to share and ask questions.  The speaker will be 

Jim Wideman, author, leadership coach, and ministry consultant.  He will share practical 

information to encourage and inspire our team.   

For more information please contact Donovan at donovan@first-covenant.org or  

Kara Stromberg at kara@northwestconference.org.   

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY – THE ALPHABET NATIVITY 

Sunday, December 14th, 10:30am during the worship service 

This year our pre-k & kindergartners will be telling the Nativity Story A-Z.  All pre-k and 

kindergartners are invited to participate.  We will practice Sundays during Sunday School 

and Wednesdays during Little Big G’s and one Saturday rehearsal.   
 

Practice Schedule: 

 

Sunday 11/23 & 11/30, 11:00am - Noon, room 106 

Wednesday 12/3 & 12/10, 6:15 - 7:30pm, room 106 

Saturday 12/13 10:00am - Noon, Sanctuary 

Please contact Donovan at donovan@first-covenant.org if you have any questions.  

 

CHRISTMAS IN THE CONGO 

Wednesday, December 17th, 6:15pm 

Lower Fellowship Hall  

See page 4 for more information. 
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VIVE (7th-12th graders) 

Saturday, November 8, 9:00am-12:30pm 

Hope Academy, Minneapolis 

This half-day event is designed to inspire youth to see college as a viable option after high 

school, especially if they're the first in their family to pursue college. The day includes  

multicultural worship, a keynote speaker, workshops geared for students, parents and youth 

workers. Worship topics like financial aid, how to choose a college, as well as practical  

advice on preparing college applications, and figuring out how to study like a (great!)  

college student.  

BONUS: Everyone who attends earns a $500 scholarship towards North Park University! 
  

YOUTH LEADERSHIP (9TH-12TH GRADE)  

Saturday, November 22, Noon-2:00pm 

Room 201 

This is a 3-Dimensional new, exciting experience to equip senior high youth to love, lead, 

and serve as leaders. These unique ways to lead provide opportunities for leadership skill 

development, service and to be challenged to grow in personal faith. Senior High Students 

apply for one of three tracks: 

-Serve leading behind the scenes in a variety of ways such as serving communion, planning 

service opportunities, and several other areas 

-Leaders in Training LIT-leads alongside the SERVE team, but also serves alongside youth 

mentors in a variety of areas. 

-Junior Mentors lead alongside the Serve and LIT teams. These youth are paired with a 

youth mentor to serve as co-small group leader or Sunday School teacher. 

For more information speak with Leslie X. Sanders or email him at leslie@first-covenant.org 
 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Wednesday, December 17
th
, 6:15 - 7:45pm 

Graffiti and Game Rooms 

Our final youth group for the calendar year is a time of light and celebration! Don’t miss 

out on this opportunity to celebrate with friends and mentors with games, picture booths, 

great food, prizes and MORE! 
 

CHANGES IN SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, November 26
th
 – NO PROGRAMMING - Thanksgiving 

Sunday, December 7
th
 – Hello Dolly! Performance 

Sunday, December 14
th
 – No Sunday School, Caroling in Neighborhood 

Sunday, December 21
st
 – No Sunday School 

Wednesdays, December 24
th
 & 31

st
 – NO YOUTH PROGRAMMING 

Sunday, December 28
th
 – No Sunday School 

 

CHIC (9th-12th graders) 

CHIC (Covenant High In Christ) is a triennial youth conference sponsored by the  

Department of Christian Formation of the Evangelical Covenant Church. This event is for 

current 9th through 12th graders and is held at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville from  

July 11
th
-17

th
, 2015. Attendees will experience creative worship and faith–forming messages 

as well as receive hands-on opportunities to learn and engage in God’s love for them and 

for their world. Information and forms for CHIC can be found on the CHIC bulletin board 

or the church website. 

CHIC Registration and the $50 Deposits are due Wednesday, December 10
th
, 2014! 
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11/2 

PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

Guest speaker Jennifer Carlson will be sharing with us from her experiences in prayer and as 

a missionary in Iraq.  With the recent crisis in the Middle East and beyond, this is a timely 

opportunity to come and learn more about our brothers and sisters in other nations, how 

God is moving among them, and how we can partner with them.   

Also, Jerry and Martha Peterson will offer some examples of ways you can be involved in 

advocating for persecuted Christians worldwide. 

 
 

11/9 – PAUL CARLSON PARTNERSHIP 

Merrit Sawyer, the Executive Director of the Paul Carlson Partnership will be talking about 

the way that our church can be involved in supporting one of 108 medical clinics in the  

northwestern region of the Congo. See page 4 for more information. 

 
 

11/16 – LIFE GROUP SUNDAY 

 
 

11/23 –GRATITUDE 

As Thanksgiving approaches, we reflect on the many reasons we have to give thanks. Aaron 

Bryant will lead in helping us understand how to live thankfully. 

 
 

11/30 – INTERGENERATIONAL AND INTERCULTURAL CELEBRATION OF ADVENT  

Come and learn about what Advent means to people from many different backgrounds.  

Experience Christmas traditions from others and create traditions of your own. This event 

will involve both Children and Adults during Spiritual Growth Hour. 

 

~~~~~~ 

 

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP 

Wednesdays 6:15-7:30pm 

Conference Room  

What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? Join us Wednesdays as we journey  

together to learn with it means to be a disciple. This group is open to all people—whether 

you have been a Christian your whole life or don’t even consider yourself a Christ  

follower—you are welcome. We will be exploring, sin, salvation, God, and discipleship in 

sessions led by Pastors Anne, Brandi, and Erik.  

 

Worship is at 10:30am during December.   

Sunday morning Adult Spiritual Growth will resume in January. 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

All Saints’ Day reminds us that we are part of one continuing, living communion of saints. 

During worship we are given space to express our grief in the loss of loved ones who have 

gone before us while also expressing gratitude for all who have kept the faith, even amidst 

great struggle and persecution—shining Christ's light into the dark places of our world. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

Sunday, November 23rd, 5:00-7:00pm 

Come and help us decorate the Sanctuary for Advent. We need 6 - 7 people to help set up 

the trees and to decorate. Any questions please talk to Deb Carlson (651-481-0837) or by 

email dbcarlson07@gmail.com. We will have a sign-up sheet at the welcome center, and 

have refreshments for all who come to help. 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING AND CHILI  

Sunday, December 14, 4:00pm  

We will meet at church where teams will be formed then sent out to carol for  

homebound members of our church, nursing homes and throughout our church  

neighborhood in general. We’ll meet up at Pastor Anne and Gordy’s house, 

1108 East Hyacinth Avenue, for hot, homemade chili and a great time together.  

 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS  

Please have all Christmas Memorials submitted by Sunday, December 14th.  

Each Christmas we offer you the opportunity to commemorate the life of a loved one who 

has gone before you or celebrate in honor of a living loved one. Names will be printed in 

the Christmas Eve service bulletin. Memorial dollars are used for the flowers & adornments 

that decorate the sanctuary. Christmas Memorial giving envelopes will be available at the 

Welcome Center. Envelopes can be returned in the Sunday morning offering or by mailing 

to the church office. Questions can be directed to Steve Benson at  

steve_benson@bluecrossmn.com  
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ADOPT-A-COP 

With Christmas on the way, those involved with the Adopt-A-Cop prayer ministry are  

reminded to send a Christmas card and greeting to our officers.  Please have your Christmas 

card to church no later than Sunday December 14th so they can be delivered in plenty of 

time for Christmas.  Please let Jan know if you would like to be involved with this  

meaningful ministry.  Jan Mollet, rjmollet@gmail.com or call 651-653-1552. 

 

ROOFING PROJECT 

The Spring and Summer rains this year revealed several new roof leaks. After thorough  

inspection, it was determined that the church needed complete re-roofing over the  

Sanctuary, Upper Fellowship Hall, Welcome Center, and Education Wing. First Covenant 

applied for and received a loan from National Covenant Properties to fund the project to 

put a new roof on the church, and repair the water damage caused by the leaks in various 

sections of the interior of the church. This loan was officially approved at First Covenant’s 

Annual Meeting on August 31st. Work began in mid-October, and the exterior roofing 

should be completed by November 15th. The interior repair work will continue throughout 

the Winter. There will be periodic updates on progress, and the FCC ministry team will be 

working to minimize any inconvenience caused by the construction, and give instructions to 

steer everyone clear of construction hot-spots. If you have any questions or concerns,  

contact Tom Cameron at tom@first-covenant.org    

 

 

OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS: 

We will be open our normal office hours (M-Th 9:00am-5:pm & Friday 9:00am -Noon)  

except for the following days: 

November 27-28 for Thanksgiving 

December 25-26 for Christmas 

January 1 for New Year’s Day 



13 

PAYNE-PHALEN BLOCK NURSE PROGRAM SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER 

Thursday, November 13, 4:30-6:30pm 

American Legion Post #577, 1129 Arcade St 

Join us for the 4th annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for the Payne-Phalen Living-At-Home 

Block Nurse Program. Good food, fun, and door prizes.  Proceeds support our work with 

East Side seniors.   

 

SINFONIA 

Friday, December 12, 7:00pm 

Minnesota Sinfonia Concert – HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Featuring winners of the 2014 Young Artist Strings Competition:  

Mariya Zabara, cello, and Naomi Powers, violin. 

After the performance there will be no reception for this concert. 

   

COMMUNITY BIBLE  STUDY 

For the Holidays CBS will NOT be meeting on the following days: 

November 27 - Thanksgiving break 

December 25 - Christmas break 

January 1 - New Year’s break 

 

EAST SIDE THRIVE  (GRADES K-12) (SPONSORED BY TSPC) 

Wednesday Nights 4:00-5:45pm 

First Covenant Church Saint Paul 

East Side Thrive After School Program is back in full swing. We are excited about the growth 

we have experienced this year in volunteer and student participation. This year we are  

averaging over 110 students every week. We still need your help, please consider being a 

volunteer. If you have any questions or interest in serving please contact Leslie X. Sanders, 

Program Manager at leslie@first-covenant, for more information. 

 

EST Thrive Holiday Schedule: 

Wednesday, November 26th – NO East Side Thrive 

Wednesday, December 24th & 31st NO East Side Thrive 

Wednesday, January 7th- NO East Side Thrive 

Wednesday, January 14th- East Side Thrive will resume 
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Loaves and Fishes, our new partner 

This past summer First Covenant Church formed a new partnership with Loaves and Fishes 

(L&F), a non-profit meal provider that has served the Twin Cities for over 30 years. This 

partnership is a win-win situation as they were looking for a serving location on the East 

Side of St. Paul and we needed them! L&F began using our lower level kitchen this past 

summer to provide meals and snacks for summer day camps and Wednesday night  

activities to both FCC and Family Values for Life (FVFL), one of our building partners. 

 

In September, L&F started preparing snacks for East Side Thrive, our after school program, 

meals for our Wednesday night dinners, and also dinners that are delivered to FVFL’s  

Wilder Wednesday program. We are very grateful to L&F as this is all done at no cost to 

FCC or FVFL! Mary, our L&F Site Coordinator is a creative chef and is very excited to be 

working with us. We would also like to thank another new partner, Christ Episcopal 

Church of Woodbury, for serving at FCC once a month. 

 

New changes: 

•Children need to take all the food options offered 

•Plates are passed by volunteers through the food serving line to be picked up by the 

guests at the end  

•As the food is donated (usually through Second Harvest), we do not know ahead of 

time what the menu is until that day 

•No donation boxes can be displayed as in the past, however donations will be  

 accepted for L&F (envelopes provided in our kiosk) 

•No seconds are offered as a generous portion is given the first time 

•In attempting to provide healthy options, dessert is not offered 

 

Over 200 people are being served at FCC on Wednesday nights! Preparers, servers and 

clean up folks are needed. Would you or your Life Group, Bible Study, family, or prayer 

partner team like to serve on a Wednesday night?  

Contact Judy Kline, Liaison from FCC to L&F, judy@first-covenant.org 

 

For more information about Loaves and Fishes go to www.loavesandfishesmn.org. 

mailto:judy@first-covenant.org
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CHIC FUNDRAISER(S)  

Sunday, January 4
th
 & 11

th 
following worship 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

Support our senior highers going to CHIC by visiting our envelope wall! Envelopes  

numbered 1-100 will be available. You pay the amount listed on the front of the  

envelope (envelope #37 = $37) for a chance to win something amazing inside. Sports  

tickets, gift cards and other goodies available in a random assortment of envelopes.  

100 envelopes gone raises $5,140 for the trip in July. 

 

WARM WINTER WEAR 

January 4
th
 - February 8

th
 

Last year we provided over 800 winter clothing items to the two Farnsworth campuses, 

Johnson High School, and Bruce Vento Elementary (with the help of Christ Presbyterian 

Church and Excelsior Covenant Church). This year we will be working with Roots Covenant 

to provide more Warm Winter Wear.  Please consider donating new mittens, hats and 

scarves to be provided to kids in need.  A box will be set up by the Welcome Center  

starting January 4
th
.   

Please contact Barb Kofski thefriendb@juno.com if you have any questions.  

 

FAMILY VALUES FOR LIFE PRESENTS THE THIRD ANNUAL 

“JUMP STARTING THE NEW YOU” POST-HOLIDAY TEA FOR WOMEN 

Saturday, January 10, 2015, 10:00am to 1:30pm.  

Upper Fellowship Hall, First Covenant Church 

Are you in need of a mental and spiritual jump start for the New Year? Do you enjoy  

meeting and fellowshipping with other women? We have two dynamic presenters who will 

take us on a journey to spiritual empowerment and mental rejuvenation. The morning  

includes praise dancing, door prizes and vendors selling their goods, along with a delicious 

lunch. We will follow up with 2 seminars focusing on Nutrition/Physical Fitness and  

Financial Security on Saturday, March 14, 2015 and April 11, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. respectively 

in the upper fellowship hall at First Covenant. All women are invited!  

RSVP AT 651-774-6663  

 

ANNIE  (1ST – 6TH GRADE)  SPRING MUSICAL 

First Rehearsal:  Wednesday, January 14 

Lower Fellowship Hall 
 

Performances:   Saturday, March 7 at 4:00pm 

                        Sunday, March 8 at 10:30am 

Johnson High School Auditorium, 1349 Arcade Street 

Rehearsals are on Wednesdays from 6:15 to 7:45pm as part of the Wednesday Night  

Programming and Sundays from 11:00am to 12:00pm. 
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CONNECT WITH US ONLINE AS WELL! 

www.first-covenant.org 
 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 - www.facebook.com/FirstCovenantChurchChildrensMinistries 
 

 - www.facebook.com/FirstCovenantYouthMinistry 
 

 -www.facebook.com/FirstCovenantStPaul 

PARTNER CONGREGATION CELEBRATION SERVICE 

Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday, January 18, 2015 
 

Potluck with our partners at 11:30am 

Lower Fellowship Hall 
 

Celebration Service with our partners at 1:00pm 

Sanctuary 

In the previous years, our Celebration Service with our partner congregations have 

been on Palm Sunday, however this year we will have it on Martin Luther King Jr.  

Sunday.  We are excited to be guests this time because instead of having the service in 

our time slot, we will have it during the Followers of Christ Hmong Baptist Church 

time slot, with the idea of rotating each year between the various congregations.  

 

Congregations participating in this Celebration: 

·        The Haitian Church Fellowship 

·        Followers of Christ Hmong Baptist Church 

·        Comunitas 

·        Roots Covenant 

·        Contenders of the Faith 

·        First Covenant Church 

 

REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. COMMUNITY BREAKFAST 

Monday, January 19, 7 - 9:30am 

St. Pascal Baylon Catholic Church 

1757 Conway Street, St. Paul, MN (and 3 other east metro locations) 

The theme of this year’s annual MLK Breakfast celebrating the life and legacy of Martin  

Luther King Jr. is “Education: The Fierce Urgency of Now.” The Community Breakfasts 

is hosted in six neighborhoods, featuring a live broadcast of the General Mills event at 

the Minneapolis Convention Center with the keynote speaker is  

Marian Wright Edelman.  

Registration and tickets are required, available online until January 16. Go to 

www.spacc.org/mlk to learn more and to register. Suggested donation is $5 for adults; 

$2.50 for children under 12.  


